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Council Cans Counsel
By Rafael Mayer

As the Fall semester rolled to an opening
this year, Polity lawyer Camillo Giannattasio
ended his career at Polity, with the Polity
Council's decision to discontinue ues of his
services. The move did not cause surprise
within the Polity organization since it was
widely believed that Giannattasio's perfor-
mance had been unsatisfactory for some
time. Members of all four past Polity
Councils felt that he had outstayed his
welcome and his removal was long oveylue.
Polity President Marc Gunning said, "the
lawyer's main responsibility is to the legal
clinic for students... Giannattasio had out-
grown us, and was failing in his duties."

When Polity began utilizing legal services
in the early 70's, their primary goal was to
keep the administration honest in matters

concerning the legal rights of students.
Eventually, the job grew to encompass all
legal activities involving protection of
students rights from violation, including the
filing of class action suits against the
University, for issues such as mandatory
meal plans and tripling of freshmen in
dormitory rooms. In the mid-70's a legal
clinic was opened to be run by the lawyer. A
system was developed whereby students
needing legal aid could recieve it free during
a series of hours the lawyer set aside for
consultations. After the formation of
SCOOP and the incorporation of Polity, the
Polity lawyer began to function in a cor-
porate capacity, and it was not unusual for
Polity or SCOOP to utilize the lawyer in
contractual matters or for legal corporate
advice. Less time was available for the clinic

and students as the bulk of activity slowly
shifted. The hiring of Giannattasio in the
early 80's helped increase the shift.

During Giannattasio's period as lawyer,
the legal clinic was progressively ignored,
until it was all but forgotten by him.
According to one SCOOP official, "If he
only had a couple of students to see on a
legal clinic day, he wouldn't even bother to
come in... his outside law practices were
interfering with his ability to do his job." A
senior, and former Polity Senate Secretary
related, "I needed to get legal advice on
judicial action being taken by the Univer-
sity against me. I went to see him during
office hours a couple of times, but lie was
never there. I even left messages for him at
his off-campus office, but he never returned
my calls." When attempts were made at

ameliorating the situation, Marc Gunning
relates, "there was some talk of Giannatasio
spending more time here if he could con-
duct outside business on a private phone
line, but that was not the solution we
wanted."

The Council has been hard at work in the
past weeks interviewing various candidates
for the job, and at the last Council meeting
decided 5-2 iin favor of hiring Henry
"Harry" 0' Brien. O'Brien, whose past
credentials include being Suffolk County
D.A.-, has worked for Polity in the past, and
hlas a good record to stand behind. A very
satisfied Gunning said "The Council was
ve6t pleased with the acquisition of some-
orn who is as qualified and well recom-
mended as Henry O'Brien. and we were
very impressed by his experience."

Food
Finally

By Quinn Kaufman
The Stage XII Cafeteria, billed as "Tl

Food Mail", due to its variety of ethnic foo
opened Monday after a two week delk
caused by a faulty generator.

The Mall ha , five dining rooms, eac
designed to heighten the ambiance of tI
different ethnic foods served. The Cafe
separated into three sections: Chico ar
Luigi's, \which serves Mexican and Italia
food: The Major Wok, which offers Chine:
food. and .J.P. Swift's, an American Deli.

At Chico and Luigi's dinner consisted <
calzones. eggplant parmesean, antipast
garlic bread, taco salads, burritos an
nachios. If you .o there believing you ca

continued on ipa.'

Nader and NYPIRG
Hang Speaks

by John Isbell
On Wednesday, September 16, NYPIRG's

guest speaker, Walter Hang, talked to students
about the travails of NYPIRG and the
hazards of toxic waste. Ralph Nader was
one of the main topics of the evening.

Back in the 60's Nader reported on the
dangers of the GM car, the Corvair. Ap-
parently GM did not appreciate the printed
facts about the hazardous car (it had a
tendency to flip) for they hired a private
investigator to follow Nader. The detective
"basically tried to set Nader up on all sorts
of weird sexual things, but he couldn't
because Nader was so intensely focused on
work, he never really hung out with women.
He didn't do anything. He didn't drink, he
didn't go to parties - he just lived in this
one little room and he read these govern-
ment studies. This guy was really weird."

When Nader discovered the investigator,
he told Congress, who, after making in-
quiries, made GM publically apologize on
TV. He then sued ior $23 million and
settled out of court for $500,000. With that
money he started his operation. "In 1968 he
had nine people working for him. In 1969,
after he trashed GM in the press; got
national attention, he had a hundred people
working for him." Nader then proceeded to
give speeches around the country, advising
people not to work for the government or for

corporations, but instead for the good of the
people.

Students at these lectures used to come
to Nader, "cluster about him, and ask,
'Well, how do we go about doing this? What
do we do next?' And Nader used to say
things like, 'Well, read reports' or 'go out
and organize other students'." Since no one
really understood what he meant, he knew
he needed to set up public interest groups
all over the country. The idea was to get
contributions from students in order to hire
professionals. These professionals in turn
would train the youths to be "junior Ralph
Naders".

The only job Walter Hang could get when
he came out of college was studying toxic
wastes in the Hudson River with NYPIRG.
He had to study "the pollution hazards of
waste water discharges, of all things." In a
year he put together a major study of the
Hudson, claiming that it was "a giant sewer,
even though there were all sorts of govern-
ment pollution control programs. 180,000
people drank water from the Hudson, and
no one was preventing literally hundreds of
industries and municipalities from dumping
billions of gallons of the most awful crud you
could imagine right into the water - with-
out treatment, without standards, without
anyone even knowing about it."

He proceeeded to Albany for his first
press conference. The story was on the first
page of the New York Times. Hang then
met with the political leaders and reported
on Hudson's problems. He asked what
should be done, and they said "Frankly, kid,
we don't care." And that was it. He was left
with no options. His next step was to stir up
more people, further away from Albany.
"The only problem with working so close to
Albany is that the politicians went and lied
to the people. 'Drinking PCB's is not going
to harm your health. Your chances of getting
cancer are one-in-a-million.' Who's ever
done that study? How do we know that?" So
they (NYPIRG) wrote another story. This
time on Niagara. River. The result: he was
"able to alert millions of people in these two
very far away ends of the state about these
problems."

However, the problem of toxic waste is
more widespread than thought. The clothes
we wear, the chairs we sit on, and the
various conveniences of life made out of
plastic are all things that cannot be found in
nature. "In the last 40 or 50 years we have
stopped using naturally-occuring materials
such as cotton, and wool and linen and we
started to use synthetic materials such as
plastic. These materials never before existed
in the world and many of them, unfortunately,
can cause very serious health problems."

"At the turn of the century, cancer was
the number eight cause of premature death
in America. Right now it is number two. In
1975 the chance of getting cancer was one-
in-four. Today it is almost one-in-three.
Meanwhile, the ability of the scientific
community to treat and cure cancer has not
gone up very much since the 1950's," claims
Hang. "The key is prevention. We have to
reduce our exposure to the causes of these
diseases. We don't have to get them, so we
don't have to get them treated or cured,
which we can't."

Hang rhetorically asks why the govern-
ment won't put as much effort into attacking
the toxic waste problem as it does the crack
problem. "Why isn't Alphonse D'Amato
dressed up in a moon suit to go to landfills
the way he gets dressed up as a drug dealer
to go the upper west side and buy crack?"
He states: "It is not a problem they want to
deal with. Why? It's money. Money and
power. Because the corporations in America
rule the decision-making process that guides
all of our lives."

Remember: "unless we can organize our-
selves, educate ourselves, and then go out
and make a difference in the community, it's
not going to get any better. Make sure that
even though we've Leen exposed up to now,
we don't get exposed in the fature."
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