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Fracking opponents

want broad health review

Walter Hang, presidenf of an Ithaca-based environmental database firm, Toxics Targeting, shows photos that he said illustrates
pollution from hydraulic fracturing. JEssicA BAKEMAN / STAFF PHOTO

Critics say transparent process,
more time for public input needed

By Joseph Spector

jspector@gannett.com

ALBANY—Environmental groups and
elected officials opposed to hydraulic
fracturing urged the state Monday to ex-
pand its health review of the controver-
sial drilling technique.

The state Department of Environ-
mental Conservation last week filed for
a90-day extension for its hydrofracking
regulations. In mid-November, the state

tapped three experts to review the reg-
ulations for any public-health impacts.

Critics said Monday that the health
review needs further transparency and
public input.

“We’re appalled at the way this proc-
ess has gone forward,” Binghamton
Mayor Matthew T. Ryan said at a news
conference at the Capitol. “The most im-

portant part of this wholé thing is the
public health, and it’s almost like it’s an
afterthought.”

The group called for Gov. Andrew
Cuomo toprovide more details about the
health review, which is being overseen
by the state Health Department and its
commissioner, Nirav Shah. They want a
30-day public comment period for the
health review and for its scope to be ex-
panded.

“The public has no idea how the re-
view is being undertaken and has never
been afforded an opportunity to review
and commentonit,” said Assemblywom-
an Barbara Llfton D-Ithaca. “The time
allocated for the review is ludicrously
short and obviously inadequate.”

The DEC said in a statement Friday

See REVIEW, Page 5A

Binghamton Mayor Matthew T. Ryan
discusses his concerns about hydrofracking
Monday at the state Capitol.
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Man, woman
arrested in
Lindley meth
lab probe

Child removed from
Steuben County home

Staff report

LINDLEY — A man and a woman have
been arrested and a 12-year-old re-
moved from a home in Lindley where
the Steuben County Sheriff’s Office
says a meth lab was discovered on
Sunday.

Arrested were Brlan
S. Smith, 45, and Collette
M. Smith, 43, of Lindley
Road. Both are charged
with second-degree un-
lawful manufacture of

methamphetamine, a
a S Class C felony; first-
S:rlli:h i degree reckless endan-

germent, a Class D felo--
ny, and endangering the welfare of a
child, a misdemeanor.
They are accused of making meth-
amphetamine in the home and doing so
while a 12-year-old was in
the residence. The child
has been removed from
the custody of the Smiths
by Child Protective Ser-

“vices, and an order of pro-
tection was issued for the
child.

Sheriff Joel Ordway
on Monday said he be-
lieved the two arrested

are the parents of or had custody of,
the child.

The sheriff’s office received a
911 call around 10 a.m. Sunday from a
woman requesting assistance for an
unknown problem in the area of Lind-
ley Road. New York State Police and
the sheriff’s office responded, and the
meth lab was discovered.

The home where the lab was found
was evacuated, as were nearby homes.
Police and several area fire depart-
ments were called to the scene. The
state police Contaminated Crime Scene
Emergency Response Team also was
called.

Police obtainéd a search warrant for
the home before making the arrests.

The Smiths were arraigned in Lind-
ley Town Court and sent to Steuben
County Jail in lieu of $25,000 cash bail
or $50,000 property bond each. Both re-
mained in the jail Monday.

The investigation is continuing, the
sheriff’s office said.

Collette M.
Smith




Review

Continued from Page 1A

that hydrofracking would
not move forward unless
it was deemed safe. It also
won’t happen until the
health review is finished.

“DEC will not take any
final action or make any
decision regarding hy-
draulic fracturing until
after Dr. Shah’s health re-
view is completed and
DEC, through the envi-
ronmental -impact state-
ment, is satisfied that this
activity can be done safe-
ly in New York state,”
DEC spokeswoman Emily
DeSantis said in a

statement.

Hydrofracking oppo-
nentsraised concerns that
the health review might
be short.

The contract with the
three academic profes-
sionals runs through
Feb. 13, but one of the ex-
perts told Gannett’s Alba-
ny Bureau last month that
the work was to be fin-
ished by Monday.

“The publicis being ex-
posed to gas and o1l pollu-

tion. No one knows what
their health concerns

are,” said Walter Hang,
president of an Ithaca-
based environmental

database firm, Toxics Tar-

gefing. "No one has ever
investigated it thorough-

Assemblywoman Barbara Lifton, D-Ithaca, criticized the short length of the comment period and what she called a lack of
transparency in the review process. JESSICA BAKEMAN / STAFF PHOTO

ly, and that’s how come

this  Department  of
Health review has to be

comprehensive.”
ro-drilling  groups
said they are comfortable

-with the ongoing review

and that the process can
be done safely.

They have argued that
hydrofracking would be a
boon to the economy of the
struggling Southern Tier.

The newly proposed
regulations will be open to
public comment from
Dec. 12 through Jan. 11.

High-volume hydro-

fracking hasn’t been al-.

lowed in New York — part
of which sits above the
gas-rich Marcellus Shale
in the Southern Tier.

The environmental re-
view was launched more
than four years ago.

The Independent Oil &

‘Gas Association saidithas

some concerns about the
new regulations, which
were released Friday.

But overall, the group
said it hopes the regula-
tory review is nearing the
end.

“We are pleased that
there is progress toward
ending the four-plus-year
delay. Only time will tell
how oil and natural gas
producers will now view
New York compared to
other states,” Brad Gill,
the gas industry group’s
executive director, said in
a statement Friday.
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