Waste Watching

Leaar paismr.-':lg poses a contaminalion
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Through out the past two or more decades
the US. has made greal progress in pin
pointing the presence of lead in the envi
ronment as posing serious and polentially
deadly healih risks o0 the public
Specifically, those mosl al risk are small
children; with lead lacloring in as a cause
for respiratory illnesses such as allergies,
asthma, lower 1Q, brain damage and
behavioral problems, Though adulis are
less vulnerable to lead poisoning because
their body systems are fully developed, as
kead builds up in the body it can cause
damage 1o the brain, kidneys, nerves and
blood cells.

Government regulations in the US
have eliminated some of the proven [ac
tors thal putl the public al risk for bead
related health problems, “The most obwvi
ous ways Lhat lead has been removed from
the environmenl was (rom gasoline and
paint. Lead that was used in pipes and in
plumbing has since made ils way into
drinking waler. Other forms of bead expo-
sure ciume from indusinal waste, such as
that from the former Ithawea gun [ lory,
and holhby malerials such as stained plass,
paints, solders and fshing weighis

What happens when bead gels into the
environment? Rodney Deitert Professor of
Immunotoxicolgy al Cornell explains
some of ils origing and ils aflfect on the
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basclies Emmune
ayslem,  “We
are  beginning
lo  appreciale
what we once
thought as safe
to have nega
live health
implications.
some ol the
concerns about
lead can have
their affects in
the embryonic
and  juvenile
slages of devel
opment We
are  jusl  pow
beginning  to
pay for prior
practices in the
usge of lead.”

"I work on
the immune system,” say Deilert. “Lead is
i risk fxctor for childhood asthma. My own
shudly k= on animals during pregna ncy. One
thing we do know s that exposure o cer
tain doses of kead does not affect the
immune system of the mother but it is
passed on Lo the felus.”

According to Dr, Eric Kossoll, a pedi-
atric neurologist in residency st John
Hopking Medical Institution in Baltimore,
“Lead s a welkknown toxin, almost exclu-
sively 1o children. Acule lead toxicity is
quile rare. When it does occur children
will become drowsy, irritable, and then will
often have seizures and cerchral edema.
(bviously, this can be a life-threatening
condition requiring inlensive care unil
care, | have never seen a case of this in my
training, nor have many others | work with
al Hopkins.”

Carol Mohler, 2 nurse with The
Tompkins County Heallh Department
Lewd Program says that “children under
the age of five are especially at risk 1o bead
poisoning because (heir nervous system is
growing rapidly and are using (heir hands
o explore and they are mouthing ke
crazy.” In 1993 it was wrillen into law by
the New York Slate legislature that chil
dren be given a blood lead test at the age
of one and two. “We recommend the child
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be assessed for risk ol six moniths, Wi
sereen pregnant women as owell toosee il
they are al rishk.”
Regarding the rocent «
Lons of dumped lead hat

losure of len
ol Al the [or
mer lhaca Gun lactory Fall Creel site
Walier Hang says, “The Cily should do
whal it can o be conservative aboul [
leeting the peoples health, So lar no o
has  done anylhing; our Mayor s
impaled our city on the clean up liahility
hook. Clean-up could be massively expen
sive in the long run for the laxpayers,
because of the pollution leaking on (o the
ground and flowing directly inte Fall
Creck and Cayupga Lake”

To underscore the reluctance of v
eroment agencies in dealing with the
polential health hazards regarding (he
Ithaca Gun site, Hang poinitz out thal 1o
this date no signs have been posted (o
warn the public of the potential dangers
the site may pose. Both the Mayors office
and the DEC were unavailable for com
menl Clare Pospisil, a spokeswoman o
the NYS Health Department public rela
lions office did provide a stalement. “We
have visited the site 10 make an assess-
ment and will confer with the DEC about
what kinds of remediation needs 1o be
done, and what recommendations on
interim mwasures thal need 1o be laken,
Currently the area is inacoessible 1o
young children between the ages of two
and six and they are the most vulnerable.”

The Ithaca Gun Fall Creek Site area is
inaccessible in the sense that the sleep
terrain with drops of over one hundred
feel in some arcas makes for some chal
lenging hiking, Sl there are well worn
paths i the most dificult dimbing areas,
which indicate this area is being used on a
regular basis. Lead thal remains on the
ground migrates into the water and flows
into Cayuga Lake during rain fall. And
what aboul those unsuspecting advenlur-
ers oul for a day of exploring the Whaca
Gun Area on those well worn paths (il
lead 1o the speciacular waterfall? In the
summer months especially, whal person
could nol resist al least taking off their
shoes and wading in the waler?
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