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THE 1§, AFTERMATH

Oil catastrophe ;
at Ground Zero ¢

and high-voltage lines — most of it containing low

More than 130,000 gallons of oil from transformers

levels of hazardous PCBs — were lost at the World
Trade Center on Sept. 11 when two downtown Con Edison

substations were destroyed.

In addifion to the Con Ed release,
confirmed by companmy spokesman
Mike Clendenin, the Port Authority is
wnabile 16 pecownt for 50,000 of 70,000
gallons of diesel and fuel oil stored in
Belowground tanks at the Trade Cen-
ter compdex Lo prwer emengency fen-
Eralors.

Az much as 180,000 gallons of Mam-
mable ¢il — roughly equivalent 1o 10
times the amount of jet Tuel in e Dwo
airliners that crashed info the twin
Lirwers may be leeding the fires
thiat have been buming Tor maore than
Pweir manths at the Trade Center site

Con Ed and Port Authority officials
say they don't know whether the con-
taminants  seeped  info  the  soil,
burmned or deained off into the Hud-
son River. Environmentnl Protection
agency officials con-
flrmed  they are
searching for the oil
nnd pumping it out
when they find it

& private emviron:

those transformer ofls contained 1 1o
10 parts per million of PCEe,” Clende-
nin said — considerably below the
state donger leved of S0 parts per mil-
lion.

Production of PCEs — polychion-
nated biphenyls — has heen banned
inthe U5, since 1977, when the feder-
al government declired them danger-
ous to human health, But many PCBs
aree il foend in old transfiormers, in-
dustrial equipment and fluorescent
lighting fixtures,

Exposure to high levels of PCHs lor
brief perinds can result in acnelile
skin conditions in adults and neurabe-
haviaral and immunclogical prob-
lemis i children

Long-term exposure Can cause can-
oo, necording 1o the federal Agency
for Toxic Substance
angd Disense Registry
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“That=s exactly what's hurning,”
said a Fire Depariment source, “All
fhat fuel, all those cars that were in
parking lots down there, all kinds of
stuff.”

Information not released

n Manday, Carl Johnsen, deputy

commissoner for air and waste
management Tor the state Depar-
ment ol Environmental Conservation,
mold an Assembly hearing on down-
rewen abr quality, [ don't beliewe that
we saw anything that involved a large
quandity of PCEs"

After the hearing, when informed
by & reporter that bath Con Ed ancd
the Port Austhority snid they notified
the DEC about s holl-dozen incidents
involving oil or natural gas releases,
Johnson replied: *I'm oot awane of
thal.”

DEC officials have not released any
information on Trede Cenfer environ-
mental contamination since Sepd. 11,

According 1o Clendenin. Con Ed
bost 30,000 gallons of diebectric Muid
— essentially mineral nil — from sev-
eral high-voltage lines when 7 World
Trade Center collapsed. In addition,
100,000 gallons of insubating ofl con-
tnining PCEs spilled from large trans-
formers and capacitors when the sub-

statlons behind 7 WTC were de-
stroyed
T thie Best of our knowledes
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“The
FCBEs could be
Hang wrote in his Nav. 23 letier, and
that “could pose a grave threal o the
health of these warking on or near
The =ite, as well as those living near

b

EPa montoring  ceports have
shown lewels ol dioxin around he
WL site exceed saflely levels for
whia the agency calls o “30-vear expo-
aure persed.” A handlul of readimgs
have been nbove salery levels Tor a
ONE-YCAr SXPpOSUrG — mMeaning comn-
stunt exposure geer o year could e
sult in serious health problems.

EPA spakeswoman Mary Helen Cer-
vanies Said the agency expects) 1o
sew increased dioxin levels al a major
fire like the ane at the Trade Center.

“We're definitely concerned about
any passihle toxic substances that are
being released down there,” she said,
“Thal's why our posilion has
changed ince Sept. 11, thal workers
who are spending the most lime
down there need 10 wse the profective
g¢ar |M|h which| they are belng pro-
vided,

So far, Con Ed™s estimate of ihe low
PCE confent in s lost odl hos not
heen verified by the DEC or any other
indepembent agency.

In Seplember 1998, the utility re
ported there were na PCEs in any of
the il released from a transformer
fire at its Arthur Kill power station,
Only kater was il learned that the odl
contained 306000 parts per million of
PCEs. Con Ed paid a SS00000 Tine
his yesar amd sigmed a new consent de-
cree with the siate on envronmental
MGNAarIng.

E-muml:
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m Mountain of rubble stlll stands ot Ground Zero as cleanup and recoy-
ery misslon continues. Tons of twisted steel remaln,



